In California, a major challenge to the chiropractic 
doctor's right to provide patients with diagnosis and 
treatment using physical therapy, ultrasound, soft tissue 
manipulation and thermography has been turned back. 
Judge Steven H. Rodda reversed a preliminary decision 
in a suit filed by the California Medical Association and 
the California Board of Medical Quality Assurance. The 
suit, filed in Superior Court, attempted to reduce the 
chiropractic profession’s legal scope of practice. 


Portland (Oregon) Rehabilitation & Sports 
Medicine has become the first chiropractic-owned 
rehabilitation facility in the United States to achieve 
national accreditation of their outpatient medical 
rehabilitation services through the Commission on 
Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities (CARF). 
CARF has accredited a total of 110 rehabilitation 
facilities for the program category of outpatient medical 
rehabilitation throughout the United States, including 
six in Oregon. 
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Recently elected president of the Australian 
Chiropractors’ Association New South Wales Branch, 
Dr Peter Cowie, represented the Association at a 
medicolegal seminar in April organised by the NSW Law 
Society. Attendees included a number of medical 
specialist groups, the Royal Colleges and allied health 
professions. In December he addressed a Family 
Medicine Group programme of the Royal Australian 
College of General Practitioners on chiropractic. 


In February this year, the Storting (Norway's 
parliament) passed a law authorising in principle the 
practice of chiropractic, implying a protection of the title 
kiropractor and giving the chiropractor the right to order 
x-rays or ‘further x-ray studies’ in hospitals. It restated 
the principle of partial Rikstrygdeverk (Social Security) 
reimbursement to patients on medical referral, but did 
not infringe upon the chiropractor’s primary contact 
rights. Regulations are being drafted. 
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